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Grant McAuley
Times Journal Braves Reporter

Grant will cover the team all season long with behind the 
scenes stories from Truist Park, player profi les, lineup/roster 
changes, stats and much more

Over the last 17 years, Grant has worked for Major and 
Minor League baseball teams and has a passion for baseball 
broadcasting, reporting, writing and content creation.

Visit our dedicated Braves page all season long at

www.mdjonline.com

Hazard Awareness & Prevention
 Most natural gas pipelines are buried underground not only 
for safety reasons, but also to protect them from weather and to 
provide reliable service. Despite the excellent safety record of 
the natural gas industry, sometimes pipeline failures do occur 
due to line rupture, corrosion, material failure or other causes 
such as digging into a pipeline. Natural gas is lighter than air, 
in the open atmosphere gas rises and dissipates into the air. 
In a closed area, natural gas rises to the highest level and may 
accumulate. Natural gas is combustible and can be dangerous. 
Potential hazards from escaping gas when exposed to an ignition 
source are fire and/or explosion. Additionally, natural gas can 
displace oxygen in a confined space causing asphyxiation.
 Here at Austell Gas, we work diligently to operate our system 
safely and prevent incidents through a variety of measures 
including the following:
• Pipeline Integrity Management Program
• Coordination with the Utilities Protection Center
• Design, construction, operations, and maintenance standards
• Pipeline safety regulations
• Inspection procedures
• Workforce qualifications
• Pipeline markers
• Facility mapping
• Industry best practices
Additional information:
 Austell Gas System welcomes your questions regarding 
natural gas safety. Please feel free to contact us at 770-948-1841 
or stop by our office during regular business hours: Mon-Fri 
8:00 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Other sources:
• U.S. DOT Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety
 Administration (PHMSA) —
      http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipelineforum
• Georgia 811 - http://www.georgia811.com
• American Public Gas Association (APGA) —
      http://www.apga.org
• American Gas Association (AGA) — http://www.aga.org
• Common Ground Alliance (CGA) —
      http://www.commongroundalliance.com
• Georgia Public Service Commission (GPSC) —
      http://www.psc.state.ga.us

The next three opportunities to partici-
pate in the fishing rodeo are: Lost Mountain 
Park on July 15, Ebenezer Downs Park on 
July 22, and Furr Family Park on July 29.

All fishing rodeos will be from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. The competitions are open to 
youth 16 years of age and younger. The 
cost to register is $5.

The wildlife resources division of the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
has helped teach children and supply fish-
ing rods, according to Michael Brantley, 
the county’s parks director.

“They can bring out experts with DNR 
to help our kids learn to fish and every-
thing else,” Brantley said.

The same day, attendees could par-
ticipate in Family Day events such as 
“Touch a Truck” with Cobb Fire and Po-
lice, cooking demonstrations from the 
UGA Extension Office, a “story walk” 
with Cobb Libraries, a scavenger hunt 
with Richardson, the Hyde Farm Tour, 

and garden volunteer opportunities.
Cobb Police are out at similar events 

in the community most weeks, according 
to Cobb Police Chief Stuart VanHoozer.

“To be able to talk to a kid that’s fish-
ing, a mom or a dad and show that we 
are people, we’re not a badge, we’re not 
a vest, we’re not a gun, we’re real people. 
To know our community as real people 
reenergizes all of us,” VanHoozer said.

Families from all corners of east Cobb 
brought their children to climb on the 
firetrucks and police cruisers.

Three-year-old east Cobb resident Kate 
Guyotte described the “Touch a Truck” 
event as a “parade.”

Another popular event was the scavenger 
hunt which concluded the day’s activities.

The competition for biggest pinecone 
discovered in the park was judged by 
Richardson. Some of the items on the list 
included wild blackberries, two yellow 
flowers and a scarecrow. When discovered 
on the property, participants snapped a 
quick selfie.

To find out where the next Cobb Parks 
event is near you, visit www.cobbcounty.
org/parks.
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Hayden Sumlin

Matthew Martinez, a 6-year-old from Marietta, fishes alongside the pond during the “Kids 
Fishing Rodeo” competition at Hyde Farm Park.

disease. “Love at First Sight’’ is the story 
of how she and Charles met and fell in 
love during a difficult time in her life.

It was challenging to do many ac-
tivities while she was 
on wait list for a liver 
transplant.

A friend encour-
aged her to socialize 
at First United Meth-
odist Church of Mar-
ietta, where she met 
Charles at a church 
dance.

“I never ever thought 
that I’d meet anybody 
with a body that was 
falling apart later in 
life,” she said. “Charles 
had lost his wife 16 
months before we met 
and it just seemed like 
God brought us to-
gether.”

Given Frieda Dixon’s 
health at the time, she 
considers finding her husband a mira-
cle from God.

“Believe in Miracles” is the section of 
the book her story falls under.

“I had made a list of all the quali-
ties that I wanted in a future husband, 
and he had made a list of qualities he 

wanted in a future wife,” she said. “The 
second date we started comparing our 
lists and were amazed about how God 
brought us together.”

Dixon’s personal experiences in the 
worlds of dating and writing would 
turn the biggest cynic into a romantic.

“I didn’t feel like I would have a chance 
when I submitted my story,” she said. 

“But, I was very happy, 
surprised and shocked 
to be featured in their 
book.”

Recently, the cou-
ple has self-published 
Charles’ life story, 
“Chasing a Whirlwind: 
My Life and Career 
in Aviation.” Charles 
Dixon has more than 
70 years of experience 
in aviation as an en-
gineer, inventor and 
pilot.

On their first date, 
he took her up in a 
plane.

Fans of Frieda Dix-
on’s former blog, “Too 
Two Late Bloomers” 
will already know that 

she signed off in February after a 10-
year run discarding the stereotypes of 
senior living.

They are in the process of starting a 
new blog, “Whirlwinds Together.”

Whatever they do, whether it’s flying 
or writing, they’ll do it together.
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Special 

Frieda and Charles Dixon at their home in Acworth.

Chicken Soup for the Soul


