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By Hayden Sumlin
hsumlin@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — The Strand 
Theatre recognized business-
woman and philanthropist 
Kim Gresh for her contribu-
tions to the 1935-era Mariet-
ta institution in a ceremony 
this week.

A large granite paver un-
der the theater’s marquee 
reads: “In appreciation of 
Kim Gresh by the Board of 
Trustees of the Friends of 
the Strand, Inc.”

Friends of the Strand is the 
nonprofit that oversees the 
theater. Gresh has chaired 
its board since 2018.

As the paver was unveiled, 
the theater’s marquee sign 

flashed: “The Gresh Way!! 
Thank you Kim for your pas-
sion for Marietta.”

Andy Gaines, the the-
ater’s executive director, said 
Gresh’s leadership through 
the pandemic made the dif-
ference.

“We would not have made 
it through all of the trou-
bles in the past few years 
without Kim’s dedication,” 
Gaines said.

Gresh’s friend Holly Tuch-
man, the board’s vice chair, 
said she has a new phrase.

“The Gresh Way,” Tuch-
man said, refers to Gresh’s 
passion for what she does, 
her commitment to her com-
munity and not wanting any-
thing in return.

Former Gov. Roy Barnes 
called the recognition long 
overdue.

“She is a natural resource 
for Cobb County. There’s no 
good project that she’s not 
involved in,” Barnes said.

Gresh is president of fam-
ily-owned and operated S.A. 
White Oil Co. of Marietta, 
which was started by her 
grandfather.

In awarding her the Cobb 
County Citizen of the Year in 
2013, the MDJ wrote, “Name 
one local civic board on which 
Marietta’s Kim Gresh does 
not sit or one local charity 
in which she is not actively 
involved. The answer? There 

‘The Gresh way’ put in granite
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The Friends of the Strand Board of Trustees surround Kim Gresh after unveiling a paver in 
her honor under the marquee.
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MARIETTA — Ruth Simon Heinemann, 
98, listened as her daughter told of her 
mother’s Jewish family living in Germany 
under the Nazi regime.

Her story is told in “Challenging Faith: 
A Young Girl’s Journey to Freedom.” In 
it, readers learn about the Simon family 
from Cloppenburg, Germany.

Susan Heinemann Berman self-pub-
lished the book in February, detailing 
the story of her mother’s family as they 
were separated while attempting to sur-
vive the Holocaust.

Berman spoke about the book this 
month at the Marietta History Center. 
She also discussed antisemitism, includ-
ing a recent gathering of demonstrators 
waving Nazi flags in front of the Chabad 
of Cobb synagogue.

‘My mother’s 
family story’ 
Local author discusses antisemitism 
throughout world, past and present
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The Dixons don’t believe any of the stereo-
types about old age, and they can prove it.

Acworth author Frieda Dixon had her 
short story published in the June edition 
of the anthology series “Chicken Soup for 
the Soul: All You Need is Love.”

The excerpt, “Love at First Sight,” comes 
from her book, “Born Three Times: A New 
Life, A New Liver, A New Love.”

Dixon self-published the memoir in 2012 
and began to blog about her experiences 
in her community.

“I started it [the blog] to promote the 
book in 2012 and to encourage other se-
nior adults that might be interested in 
reading,” she said.

“Born Three Times” chronicles her jour-
ney from upstate New York to Cobb Coun-
ty, including meeting her second husband, 
Charles Dixson, and overcoming liver 

Local author’s 
love story featured 
in ‘Chicken Soup 
for the Soul’ book
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EAST COBB — July is Na-
tional Parks and Recreation 
Month.

District 2 Commissioner 
Jerica Richardson and the 
county’s parks department 
are off to a hot start with a 
summer morning spent fish-
ing, gardening and enjoying 
nature at Hyde Farm Park 
off Lower Roswell Road.

Both the Cobb Parks “Kids 
Fishing Rodeo” and the Dis-
trict 2 “Family Day” shared 
the 42 acres of green space 
named “one of the great trea-
sures of Cobb County” by for-
mer Commissioner Bob Ott.

“We coupled the events,” 
Richardson said. “We want-
ed to make sure that people 
knew that this asset is here 
because it’s their park.”

The first activity, the an-
nual fishing rodeo, took place 
Saturday morning.

The first place winner was 
15-year-old Wesley Crowe, 
who caught an 18-inch cat-
fish. Bradley Ross took home 
second, while Beppe Rude 
placed third. All three com-
petitors were from east Cobb.

Bradley’s prize-winning 
catfish measured in at 17 
inches.

“When I heard that a guy 
caught an 18-inch fish in 
the beginning and when I 
caught the 17-inch fish ... 
I knew that when they an-
nounced that third place was 
a 16.5-inch fish that I would 
get second place,” said the 
8-year-old Ross.

The event was Ross’ first 
fishing rodeo.

“Where did my bobble go? 
That’s what I was thinking, 

when I started reeling in that 
line and saw that catfish,” 
Ross said.

Bradley’s friend, third-
grader Jacob Grover, was 
at his side during his post-
competition interview.

“I saw the catfish peeking 
out of the water and I told 
Bradley it was right there,” 
Grover said.

Brian Ross, Bradley’s fa-
ther, said he didn’t know 
what to expect at the rodeo.

“It was about being patient 
and having fun with a line in 
the water,” Brian Ross said. 
“First time, second place. 
The kids enjoyed it and it 
was really well-organized.”

The day marked the first 
of four fishing competitions 
that Cobb Parks will put on 
this month.

Cobb Parks ‘Kids Fishing Rodeo’ reels ’em in
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The top three award winners at the “Kids Fishing Rodeo” at Hyde Farm Park from left: Beppe 
Rude in third place, who caught a 16.5-inch fish; Wesley Crowe in first place with an 18-inch 
catch; and second place winner Bradley Ross, who landed a 17-inch fish.See FISH, A3
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MARIETTA — As a young man, Dr. Rob-
ert Harper didn’t initially plan to go into 
medicine.

A mathematics whiz who was fasci-
nated by numbers and equations, he 
worked briefly after college as an actu-
arial assistant.

“But it was a behind-the-desk job in 
corporate America, and I pretty quickly 
figured out that that was not what I want-
ed to pursue for a lifetime,” Harper said.

Harper was drawn to a doctor’s career 
out of a desire to serve others and perform 
a duty to society. He was also inspired by 
his mother, who was a nurse.

Now, after 40 years in medicine, the 
Marietta dermatologist is hanging up 
his lab coat. He’s treated countless pa-
tients out of Marietta Dermatology and 
relished every minute. Harper officially 
retired June 28.

Marietta dermatologist looks back on a career treating skin
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Dr. Robert Harper poses at Marietta Dermatology.

Dr. Harper speaks about skin conditions at Marietta Dermatology.

‘Loved every day of it’
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